Immunotherapy of colon cancer metastases in rats with the immunostimulant OM-89.
In a model of colon cancer in rats the bacterial extract OM-89 was found to have antitumor properties. We have shown that OM-89 induced the complete regression of numerous peritoneal tumor nodules measuring 1-5 mm in 46% of rats, and inhibited the growth of microscopic tumors in 42% of rats. OM-89 was effective when injected ip at the dose of 50 mg/kg, twice a week for 2 weeks. It was ineffective at the same dose when given orally every day for 14 or 21 days. The traces of endotoxins (0.0005%) were probably not involved in the antitumor effect of OM-89. No side-effects were observed.